
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FY`11 ISBE Budget Testimony 

Support for the Agricultural Education Line Item 

 

 

June 23, 2010 

ISBE Finance and Audit Committee 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Presented by: 
 James Craft, Executive Director 

 Illinois Association of Vocational 
Agriculture Teachers 

 3221 Northfield Drive 
 Springfield, Illinois  62702 



When the days are long, the demands are many and decisions are critical, 

we tend to retreat to a time or place that brings us security and comfort. In 

preparation for today I retreated to one of those times and places as I 

struggled to put the words together that would adequately explain the value, 

need and reward of the Agricultural Education Line Item. My place of comfort 

was a memory of lying sprawled out on the floor of my grandparent’s home, 

reading the Sunday comics after enjoying my share of fried chicken. The first 

stop that I made was at the comic strip “Pogo.” Pogo was truly a wise little 

opossum and today, I wonder if he might not have been a bit of a visionary 

as well. It was at one of their more difficult moments that Pogo, in his usual 

unassuming manner declared to Albert Alligator “We are confronted by 

insurmountable opportunities.”  

Today, you face “insurmountable opportunities” as well. The fiscal condition 

of our State will cause harm to many valuable programs and services. In the 

next few minutes I would like to share the value that Agricultural Education 

brings to the State and to demonstrate that Agricultural Education is not a 

drain on the state’s financial resources, but actually provides a positive cash 

flow to the state coffers. 

In FY`09, the Agricultural Education line item was funded at $3,381,300. In 

the same time period, Agricultural Education students generated 

$10,532,083 in net earnings from student placement and entrepreneurial 



projects. That is a 311.5% return on investment and strengthened the tax 

base of many local communities. In addition to generating dollars for the 

local tax base, Agricultural Education has excelled in stretching state dollars 

by securing matching funds from corporate sources. Just last year, $180,000 

from the line item was provided to 65 county coalitions to use in establishing 

or strengthening their agricultural literacy programs. That $180,000 was 

matched by $220,000 from the Illinois Ag in The Classroom and another 

$1,918,474 in local funds from the participating county coalitions. Wonderful 

opportunities were provided to over 2,000 local attendance centers when 

state dollars grew from $180,000 to $2.3 million. This was the third year a 

portion of the funds were used to address critical needs at the local level by 

using grants. The “Improve Agricultural Education Program” grants were 

funded with $190,441 from the Agricultural Education Line Item and were 

matched with local dollars in the amount of $269,515 Once again a return of 

141% on the investment. 

The impact you have made in Agricultural Education is more than financial in 

nature. You have touched the lives of students, their teachers and their 

communities. It would be easy to sit and read testimonials from teachers, 

administrators, parents, and students explaining why Agricultural Education 

is an important component of Illinois Education. Rather than that, let me 

share a little information on the lives you touched this year as a result of the 

Agricultural Education line item: 



 Over 468,000 elementary students and over 29,000 elementary 

teachers at over 2,000 attendance sites benefitted from the support 

you provided to Agricultural Education. 

 Roughly 30,000 secondary students and nearly 400 secondary 

teachers at over 300 attendance sites benefitted from the investment 

you provided to Agricultural Education. 

 Nearly 58,000 postsecondary (university and community college) 

students and nearly 200 university and community college instructors 

at 25 attendance centers benefitted from the vision you shared with 

Agricultural Education. 

 About 2,800 community volunteers were recruited to assist local 

schools develop students’ science, reading and mathematics skills and 

competencies, using agriculture as a tool. 

The lives you touched are many and the value you brought to those lives is 

immense. 

Illinois has a nationally acclaimed model for Agricultural Education. It brings 

real relevance and application to the learning that takes place in classrooms 

across Illinois. That applied learning is important to ensure the new common 

core learning standards in English and Mathematics are implemented.  

Materials developed in Illinois have been adopted by twenty-three other 



states as their Agricultural Education curriculum. This same curriculum has 

filled a critical need for many Illinois school districts by allowing students to 

receive the essential academic credits for graduation and college entrance.  

U.S. Department of Education staff is well aware of the initiatives underway 

in Illinois Agricultural Education. They enthusiastically support our use of 

technology for curriculum, longitudinal data collection and student 

applications. Illinois’ State Staff in Agricultural Education are often relied on 

to unveil or demonstrate the next step forward in Agricultural Education 

practices and training, because we are on the leading edge. Several years 

ago, when Agricultural Education was struggling, the Illinois Legislature and 

Illinois State Board of Education took a chance that Agricultural Education 

could prove it was still relevant. That investment has been rewarded with a 

program that has built credibility with the administrators across Illinois; 

established resource tools for educators and the public; collected data to test 

curricula and validate initiatives; and assembled a team of participants to 

provide technical expertise to teachers and administrators alike. A successful 

system, years in the making – one that if it were to grind to a halt could not 

be restarted instantaneously, nor could it easily regain the momentum it has 

today. 

As I think back, the thoughts that Pogo shared with us each Sunday was due 

to the wisdom and talents of his creator, the cartoonist Walt Kelly. It was Mr. 



Kelly that said, “It is not good enough for things to be planned - they still 

have to be done; for the intention to become a reality, energy has to be 

launched into operation.”   

Ladies and gentlemen, Agricultural Education has a plan and the energy to 

move Illinois education forward. Our past actions and the products of our 

classrooms speak louder than any words I can provide at this juncture. I am 

hopeful you will continue to find value in Agricultural Education and will 

provide the necessary investment for us to implement the plans that will 

turn student and parent’s dreams into reality. We lack neither the plan nor 

the energy, but cannot walk alone. Agriculture teachers across Illinois are 

fully aware of the state’s critical fiscal status. I offer you their deepest 

sympathies as you are forced to address the FY`11 Budget. You face 

“insurmountable opportunities,” but it is with one voice that we request, and 

even plead that the Agricultural Education line item be one of the 

opportunities provided funding. It has a proven record of generating dollars, 

it incorporates ISBE goals and initiatives fully within the projects funded by 

the line item, it touches the lives of students of all ages and from all corners 

of Illinois and it serves an industry that employs 20% of Illinois workforce. 

The partnership that has been developed between all levels of education, 

with the support of industry, and parents is too important to discard – that 

level of partnership is the envy of the nation and a model for the future. 


